
VBORNET 

"European Network for Arthropod Vector 

Surveillance for Human Public Health"  

 

Second AGM Antwerp 2011 



Agenda – 18 April 

• 13h00 – 14h00: Registration of participants 

• 14h00 – 14h30: ECDC 

• 14h30 – 15h30: WP1 – VBORNET coordination  

• 15h30 – 16h00: WP2.1 – Science watch 

• 16h00 – 16h30: Coffee break 

• 16h30 – 17h00: WP2.2 – Technical support 

• 17h00 – 17h30: WP3 – Vector distributions 

• 17h30 – 18h00: WP4 – Public Health 

Evening: SC meeting 
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Agenda – 19 April – public session AM  

Public Health and Vector-borne diseases 

• 8h30 – 10h00 – VBORNET PH questionnaire 

– Presentation by Agnetha Hofhuis and Florianne 

Bauer (RIVM, Netherlands) 

– Discussion: VBORNET way forward. 

• 10h00 – 10h30: Coffee break 

• 10h30 – 12h00 – VBORNET PH position paper 

– Presentation by Marieta Braks (RIVM, Netherlands) 

– Discussion: VBORNET way forward. 

• 12h00 – 13h30: Lunch 
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Agenda – 19 April – public session PM  

• 13h30 – 14h15 – Disease mapping in PH: from theory to practice. 
– Presentation by David Rogers  

– Discussion: collaborative links with EDENext 

• 14h15 – 15h00: Burden of Disease assessments: the experience of 
BCoDE 
– Presentation by Cheryl Gibbons (University of Edinburgh, UK) 

– Discussion 

• 15h00 – 15h30: Coffee break 

• 15h30 – 16h15: PH impact of WNV outbreaks in EU in 2010. 
– Presentation by Zdenek Hubalek (IVB, Czech Republic) 

– Discussion 

• 16h15 – 17h00: PH impact Lyme disease in Temperate EU. 
– Presentation by Kees van den Wijngaard (RIVM, the Netherlands) 

– Discussion 

• 17h00 – 18h00: PH impact of leishmaniasis in Mediterranean EU. 
– Presentation by Luigi Gradoni (ISS, Italy) 

Evening AGM dinner 

Antwerp, April 2011 Second VBORNET AGM 4 



Agenda 20 April 

VBORNET AGM concluding network session 

  

• 8h30 – 10h00: VBORNET collaborations 

• 10h00 – 10h30: Coffee break 

• 10h30 – 12h30: VBORNET future activities 

• 12h30 – 13h30: Lunch 
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VBORNET AGM 

Framework contract 
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VBORNET framework contract 

• Open call for tender by ECDC 

• Selection of consortium by ECDC based on objectives/ 
budget year 1 

• Signature framework contract 2+2 between ECDC and 
main contractor 

• Signature sub-contracts between main contractor and 
consortium members 

• Signature specific contract/ budget for year 1 

• Based on results year 1  definition objectives/ budget 
year 2 

• Signature specific contract/ budget for year 2 

• The same procedure in Year 2 and 3 

• At end year 4: VBORNET handed over to ECDC  
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VBORNET general objectives (1/3) 

• Establish a network of medical entomologists 

and public health professionals in the EU.  

• The network should support ECDC in 

strengthening vector surveillance activities to 

improve preparedness towards VBDs in the EU.  

• It is crucial that within the network, the 

entomological expertise is directly linked and 

applied to public health expertise and 

experience. 
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VBORNET general objectives (2/3) 

• The tenderer is encouraged to build a 

consortium, joining different entomologists and 

public health specialists from academic, non-

governmental and public health institutions with 

an assigned institution responsible for each of 

the four work packages. 
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VBORNET general objectives (3/3) 

• The scope of the network should address – as a 

minimum – the vector surveillance activities for 

arthropods of importance to the following priority 

diseases in the EU: 

– MBD: chikungunya, dengue, West Nile. 

– TBD: TBE, CCHF, Lyme, tularaemia, rickettsiosis. 

– PhBD: Leishmaniasis, sandfly fevers. 

• However, the tenderer is encouraged to cover 

additional arthropod-borne diseases of 

importance to public health in the EU. 
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VBORNET Structure 
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WP1

VBORNET coordination

Database & Web development

Information management

WP2

Science watch - Newsletter

Ad hoc technical support

WP3

State of the art data
Vector distribution

Vector surveillance

VBD & PH resources

WP4

Strategic Consultation Group

ECDC long term vision on VBD

Strategy document



VBORNET Consortium (1/4) 

• WP 1: Secretariat, ICT development and 

coordination of the network: 

– Leader: Guy Hendrickx – Avia-GIS 

– Contributors:  

• Francis Schaffner – Avia-GIS 

• Els Ducheyne – Avia-GIS 

• Bart De Groot – Avia-GIS 

• Leen Van Gorp – Avia-GIS 

• Willy Wint – ERGO  
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VBORNET Consortium (2/4) 

• WP 2.1: Science watch and News Letters: 

– Leader: Paolo Calistri – IZS AM 

 

 

• WP 2.2: Technical support and risk assessment 

fact sheets: 

– Leader: Jolyon Medlock – HPA  
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VBORNET Consortium (3/4) 

• WP 3: Vector surveillance and distribution data: 

– Leader: Veerle Versteirt – ITM  

 

– Vector network focal points: 

• Mosquitoes: Francis Schaffner – Avia-GIS 

• Ticks: Laurence Vial – CIRAD  

• Phlebotomes: Bülent Alten - HACETTEPE 

• Other arthropod vectors: Pierre-Edouard Fournier – UNIVMED 
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VBORNET Consortium (4/4) 

• WP 4: Strategic consultation group (VBD public 

health):  

– Leader: Marieta Braks – RIVM  

– Public health focal points: 

• Northern EU: Marika Hjertqvist – SMI 

• Western Temperate EU: Joke van der Giessen – RIVM 

• Central Temperate EU: Zdenek Hubalek - IVB 

• Mediterranean basin: Renaud Lancelot – CIRAD   

• Overseas EU: Didier Fontenille – IRD  
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VBORNET KOM 9/9/2009 
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VBORNET AGM June 2010 
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WP1 

Objectives and achievements  

Year two 
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Objectives WP1 

The main objectives of WP1 are: 

• Coordination and overall network administration 

• Maintenance of the network members/ expertise 

directory 

• Organization of three Steering Committee 

meetings 

• Organization of one Annual General Meeting 

• Maintenance of the VBORNET websites 

• ICT maintenance and development   

Antwerp, April 2011 Second VBORNET AGM 19 



WP1.1 Coordination  

• Organize bi-monthly telephone conferences 
(TelCo) with WP leaders as part of the starting 
meeting for each News Letter (NL). 

• Organize bi-monthly telephone conferences with 
ECDC. 

• General administration of network and follow-up of 
deliverables per Work Package.  

• Maintain contact with other relevant VBD 
networks: EDENext, ENIVD, EMCA, ICTTD. 

• Organize financial administration. 

• Provide regularly updated VBORNET 
presentation. 
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WP 1.2 – Expert directory 

• Further include VBD experts. 

• Include information from human PH resources 

obtained via formal and informal pathways (cf. 

WP4). 

• Provide regular update to ECDC staff through 

Access DB extract. 

• Each expert is formally asked to accept being 

included in the VBORNET members/ expertise 

directory. 

Antwerp, April 2011 Second VBORNET AGM 21 



WP1.3 – SC meetings 

• Timing:  
– First 11-12 October 2010 in Stockholm, Sweden. This was 

followed by a one day ICT meeting  

– Second in April 2011 at AGM in Antwerp, Belgium. 

– Third in June 2011 to review the deliverables of year 2 and 
to discuss the year 3 deliverables and activities (location to 
be defined).  

• Duration: One full day meeting with arrival the 
evening before and departure late afternoon. 

• Agenda agreed with ECDC. 

• Organization includes: invitations, travel, hotel. 

• Draft reports are provided after each meeting for 
comments by ECDC within 10 working days. 
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WP1.4 – AGM   

• Focus on VBD and public health  

• Timing: April 2011 to avoid overlap with field 
activities. 

• Participants: 60 

• Location: Institute for Tropical Medicine, Antwerp, 
Belgium. 

• Agenda agreed with ECDC. 

• Organization includes: invitations, travel, hotel, 
coffee breaks, sandwich lunches, conference 
dinner. 

• Draft reports will be provided for comments by 
ECDC within 10 working days. 
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WP1.5 – Website  

• The contents of vector surveillance network 

pages to be included in ECDC web-portal will be 

provided in collaboration with ECDC-ICT: 

– All documents/reports produced by network. 

– Upcoming events and meetings. 

– List of relevant publications. 

• In all cases the final content will be agreed with 

ECDC. 
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WP1.6 - ICT 

• Discuss with ECDC transfer of the VBORNET 
ICT developments to ECDC platform. 

• Maintain, improve and further develop the 
VBORNET expert database. 

• Maintain, improve and further develop the 
framework of the surveillance and distribution 
database, and the web-based map server.  

• Continue data entry for each of the vector 
groups. 

• Distribution database updates are made 
available on a three-monthly basis to ECDC. 
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http://edendatasite.com/  

ICT Achievements WP1 
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Vector Questionnaire Tool 

Public Health Questionnaire 

Newsletters 

Presentations 

http://edendatasite.com/


ICT Achievements WP1 

VBORNET AGM 27 

Current version = 1.3.2 

•Automatic check for updates 

•Bugfixes 

Antwerp, April 2011 

Additional species added: 

•Mosquitoes 

•Ae. atropalpus, Ae. koreicus, Ae. vexans 

•An. plumbeus 

•C. modestus 

•Phlebotomines 

•Phl. alexandri, Phl. mascittii 
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ICT Achievements WP1 
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Validator 
Mosquitoes 

Ticks 

Phlebotomines 

Raw Validated 

Central DB 

Contributors : shapefile 

Public: JPEG 
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/activities/diseaseprogra

mmes/emerging_and_vector_borne_diseases/P

ages/VBORNET_maps.aspx 



ICT Achievements WP1 
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Establishment of Web Map Server 

Current features: 

•Pan  

•Zoom 

•Show attributes 

•Set visible/invisible layers 

To do: 

• ROI 

• Download  



ICT Achievements WP1 
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ICT Achievements WP1 
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Central DB 

Reports 



ICT Achievements WP1 

• Set up of expert database 

• All people registered for Vector Questionnaire 

Tool are added to expert database 

• Contact details manually verified 

• Quarterly export of DB to access format 
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Thank you for your 

questions! 

http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/EN/ACTIVITIES/DISEASEPROGRAMME

S/Pages/VBORNET.aspx  

 

http://edendatasite.com  click VBORNET TAB 
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http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/EN/ACTIVITIES/DISEASEPROGRAMMES/Pages/VBORNET.aspx
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/EN/ACTIVITIES/DISEASEPROGRAMMES/Pages/VBORNET.aspx
http://edendatasite.com/


VBORNET AGM 34 

Vector Questionnaire Tool 
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Vector Questionnaire Tool 
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Nuts 0 (Country) 

Indigenous/Recently Present = 

Scaling up 

Nuts 1 (Region) 

Nuts 2 (Province) 

Absent/Extinct =  

Scaling down 

Nuts 3 Nuts 3 

Nuts 1 (Region) 

Nuts 2 (Province) 

Nuts 0 (Country) 



Vector Validator Tool 
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Public website 
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